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A-10/F-16 Maverick attack ranges
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Right: in this so-called “ehmband
flip" the Harrier performs ong ofits
numerous ‘impossible”
rmanoeuvres, which are now part of
tha routine air-combat repertoire ol
all exparienced US Marine Corps
Harrier pilots. The sequence begins
with the Hartier (whose trajectony is
indicated by a blue ine in all these
illustrations) and its adversary (red
line) climbinain a steep spral and
lnsing speed, the enemy close
behind and eager to gelwithin firing
pararmeters before the Harper can
pullone of its tricks. From this
pusition (1), with the enamy in close
trail, the Harrier pilot using light stick
forces pulls well past the vertical (2}
and, as the speed bleeds away
through the: 200-knot lsvel. he adds
asmall nozzle angle (31, The Hamer
vary quickly flips toa 90° nose-luw
attitude. The enamy has nooptian
but ta follow a semi-ballistic arching
curve to end up going steeply

downhill. Still travelling guite slowly,
the Harrier goes into full reverse {4).
There is noway the enamy can

avoid going on down past what
seams to bea Harrer stoppedin
mid-air. Whan the engrmy gets 1@
pasition (5] he presents the simplest
passible target, forguns or AAMS.
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